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IJ 0 the Read er, 


HIS letter concerns thee as much as the unbappy young man to 
whom it was wrote," being for ſulſtance a collecti n from the ſcrip- 
tures, of the wordt of God twang, to the only way of ſalvation, 
which, if thon ſubmit not to, Havlots, Publicans, Thieves, and Mar- 
aerers ſball enter in beſore thee, © It is the way God hath choſen to mani: 
Jeſt bis love and mercy, heal orr awonnaed conſeiences, and ſtrengthen our 
mind's againſt the temptations of the werla, the fleſh, and the devil, 
that we may live ſoberly, godly, and righteouſly in this world for the time 
to come, that thus being delivered ont of the hands of all our enemies, 
we may ſerve him without fears in holineſs and righteouſneſs before him, 
all the days of our lives, Luke i, 74, 75. befices the citations of the 
Places of ſcripture (which I would deſire the reader with the noble Be- 
- reans to examine and ſee whether, theſe 1 are ſo) I have adaed 
quotations ſrom that champion ſor the truth, Dr. Martin Luther, talen 
out of his commentary on the epiſtle to the Galatians, That wit hont pre- 
jnadice the truth of God contained therein, may be read, underſtood, and 
leſt to your ſoul's. eternal welſare, is the prayer of | 


Tours, in the Lord Jzsvs Cunisrt, 


WITT IAM Cupwork TH, 


My guilty FR IEND, 


S you are upon the brink of an eternal world, and 
A are perhaps now periſhing for lack of knowledge, 
I hope you will not take it amiſs of me, it I. 

point out to you the way of ſalvation, as follows, 


It is a moſt certain truth, that our God is a God of 
ſtrict juſtice and holineſs, and that upon whomſoever the 
leaſt ſpot of fin is found, the curſe comes upon that perſo'r 
to condemnation, Gal. 3. 10. infomuch that as ſoon as 
ſin enter'd into the world, death, in all its dreadful ſhapes; 
enter'd wich it, and ſo death paſſed upon all men, for that 
all have. ſinn'd, Ram. 5, 12. and fo thro' the offence of one, 
judgmeat came upon all men to condemnation, Rom. 5. 1 8. 
— My dear friend, think not that I am going to territy - 
or affright you, I mean no ſuch thing, but to comfort yon 
with the comforts of the Holy Ghoſt ; for tho® the Lord. 
is a God of ſuch ftri& holineſs that he cannot forgive ſia 
but by a ſatisfaction done unto his juſtice, yet he has found- 
out a way to ſave ſinners, and ſtill be juſt and righteous 
in ſo doing, Rom. 3. 26. when a king pardons a maleſac- 
tor by diſpenſing with his laws, there is a kind of injuſtice 
done unto the law, and tho' he may be ſaid to be merci-_ 
ful, yet he cannot be ſaid to be righteous in ſo doing, be- 
cauſe the law goes unſatisfied, Rom. 3. 31. but God's ways 
are not as man's ways, the way he has choſe to fave us 
in, is by ſending his on ſon in the likeneſs of ſinful fleth,. 
and has for ſin, condemn'd fin in the fleſh, that ſo the 
righteouſneſs of God might be falfill'd in us, Rom: 8, 3, 4 
and now this is the good news that I have to tell you, (a) 
Av 2 +254 3. What 
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(a) 1t is certain from ſtripture, that our gubhole and com- 
pleat ſalvation (in particular the putting away and makings 
an end of fin: by ſacrifice and bringing in everlaſting righ=: " 
teouſneſs, Heb. ix. 26. Dan. ix. 24:) is accompliſ'd in the 
per ſou of Chrift, Pla. Ixxxix. 19. Col. ii. 10. who is preath= 
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that your fins have been condemn'd in the fleſh of Jeſt 
Chrift, more than 1700 years ago, (for it is ſaid, he was 
manifeſt in the fleſh to take away fin, 1 John 3. 5.) and 
that when he hung upon the croſs, he there bare your fius in 

£230 | his 
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ed unto us as the gift of God, Iſa. ix. 6. John iii. 16. vi. 32, 
33» 35, to the 47, 48, 51, 57, and our ſevionr or ſalva- 
tion, Luke ii. 11. 30. He that receiveth Chriſt receiveth 
his compleat ſalvation in him. He that rejedts him, reject. 
his whole and only falvation ; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men, whereby wwe muſt be ſaved, 
Acts iv. 12. 1 Cor. vi. 11. Therefore ( ſaith Luther) 
aoben 1 feel remorſe and fling of conſcience for fin, I behold 
that brazen ſerpent Chriſt hanging upon the croſs, there i 
land another fin againſt my ſin, which accuſeth and devour- 
eth me: now this other fin, namely, in the fleſh of Chriſt, 
which taketh aawny the fins of the world, is Almighty, it 


condemneth and ſeualloxucth up my fin; fo my finis condemn- 


ed by fin, that is, by Chrift crucified, aul is made fin for 
1, that ve might be made the righteoujneſs of God in hin. 
Theſe things be not dove by the law or works, but by Chrift 
erucified, upon whoſe ſhuulders lie all the evils and miſcrics 
e” mankind, the law, fin, death, the devil and bell, and 
all thiſe do die in him; for by his death he hath killed tbem. 
But aue muſt receive this benefit of Chrift with a ſure faith; 
Jar like as ntither the luav cr any work thereef is offered 
unto 1s, but Chriſt alone, ſo nothing is required of us but 


faith alone, whereby <ve apprehend Chriſt, and believe that , ' 


ear fins and cur death are condemned and aboliſbed in the fin 
and death of Chriſt. 25 

By this wwe may plainly ſee, that there is nothing here 
for ws to de, only it belongeth unto us to hear that thije 
things have been wrought and done in this fort, and by 
faith to apprebend the ſame : Now when I have thus ap. 
prehended Chriſt by faith, and through him am dead to the 
daw, juſtified from fin, delivered from death, the devil 
and bell, then 1 do good works, 1 love God, I give thanks 
to him, 1 exerciſe charity towards my neighbour : T his is 
eur divinity, which ſeemeth ſtrunge and marwvellous, or 
rather fool ta carual reaſen. Luther on the Gala- 


tions, Chap. 2. v. 19. 
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i; own body on the tree, 1 Pet. 2. 24. He (tho' he knew. 
no fin) yet was he made fin for you, that ſo you, a ſinner, 
(who have no righteouſneſs) might be made the righteouſ- 
neſs of God in him, 2 Cor. 5. 21. And when he hung up- 
on the croſs,. he hung there () as the very thief, as the. 
very murderer, and the law finding your fins upon * 
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b) And this no doubt (ſaith Luther) all the prophets 
did foreſee in ſpirit, that Chriſt ſhould become the greateſt. 
tranſoreſſor, murtherer, adulterer, thief, rebel and blaſ- 
phemcr, that ever was or could be in all the avorld ; for. 
be being made à ſacrifice for the fins 75 the whole world, 
is not now an innocent perſon and without fin, but a ſinner 
which hath. and carrieth the fin of Paul, <vho was a . 
blaſphemer, an of preſſor and a perſecutor, of Peter which 
cui Chriſt, of David which was an adulterer, a mur 
therer, aud cauſed the Gentiles. to blnſpheme the name of 
the Lord; and briefly, <vhich hath and beareth the fins of 
«il men in his body, not that he himſelf. committed them, 
bat for that he received them, being committed or done of 
i, and laid them upon his own body, that he might make 
ſetisfation for them with his own blood, | 
But jome man will ſay, it is very abſurd and ſlanderous 

ic call the fon of Ged a curſed finner ; I anſaber, if thou 
lt deny him to be a ſinner and accurſed, deny alſo that he 
c, crucified and died; for is it liſi abſurd to fay, that 
% Son of Ged ( as eur faith confefſeth and belicueth) was 
crucified, and ſuffered the pains of. fin and death, than to 
uy that be is a finuer and accurſed ? Theſe wards of Paul. 
are not ſpoken iu vain; Chriſt vas made a curſe for us, 
Gal. iti. 13. God made Chriſl, which knew no fin, to le 
come fin for us, that ave in him might be made the rig h 
trcuſneſs of God, 2 Cor. v. 21. 

Aſter the ſame manner John the Baptift calleth him the 
Limb of God which taketh anvoy. the fins of the c 
John 1. 29. He werily, is innocent, becauſe he is the un- 
ſpotted and undefiled lamb of God ; but becauſe be beareth: 
the fins of the world, his innocency ts burthened with the 
fins cn4 4 af the whole world ;, aubatſocuer firs I, 
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WES... 
and finding him to be à perſon able to pay the debt, tock 
ſull ſatisfaction at his hands for them all, yea it did ng 
let him go till he had paid the utmoſt mite; and thus heb 
become the end of the law for righteouſneſs to every ons 
that believeth, Rom. 10. 4. and thus he has finiſh'd Your 
tranſgreſſions, made an end of your fins, made recon. 
liation for iniquity, and has, brought in-everlaſting righ. 
teouſneſs, Dan. q. 24. And ng let me tell you, tha 


0 en | God 


* 
— 1 > * > 41 


theu, and we all have done or all do hereafter, thi 
are Chriff's own fins as verily as if he himſelf bad don 
them. To be brief, our fins muſt 'needs become Chriji' 
orun fin, or elſe we ſhall periſh for ever. This true know 
ledge of Chrift which Paul and the prophets have muſt 
Þlainly deliver'd unto us, the wicked ſophifters have dark- 
#cd and defaced. | 
Ia. in the 53d chapter, foraketh thus of Chriſt 3 God, 
faith he, luid the Iniquity of us all upon him. We muſt 
not make theſe words leſs than they are, but have 
them in their own proper fignification 3 for God dallieth 
nol in the evords of the prophet, "but ſpeaketh earneſtly and 
of great lobe, to wit, that (hriſt, this Lamb of God ſhould 
ear the fins of ns all; but what is it to bear! The /1- 
phiſters anſwer, to be puniſhed, Very well z but wherefor: 
is Chriſt puniſhed? is it not becauſe he hath fin and 
beareth fin ? New that Chriſt hath fin, the Holy Ghoſt 
«vitne/ſetÞ in the 40% Pſalm, My fins have taken ſuch 
belt of me, that I am mt able to look up, yea they are 
mere in number than the hairs of mine head. In this 
Pu m, and certain others, the Holy Ghoſt ſheaketh in the 
ferſen of Chriſt, and in plain words witnefſeth that he 
Sad fins, fer this teſtimony is not the voice of an innocent, 
tut of & ſuffering Chriſt, wwhich tock upon him to bear 
the perſon of all feuncrs, and ther: fore v.as made guilty of 
the /ins of the <whale world. | 
Heli it agpeareth that the doctrine of the goſpcl, 
{achich of all others is moſt- feet and full of ſingular 
con lation) ſpeaketh nothing of our works, or of the works 
e It au, but of the ineſtimable mercy and love of God 
tears us moſt wretched end. mifcrable ſinners, to 2 
— Lat 
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God (who it's likely you have hard thoughts of, and think 
he is angry with you] is reconciled to you by the death 
of his ſon, 2 Cor. 5.19. God can be juſt now, and yet 
the juſtifier of him that believeth in 7e/u+, Rom. 3. 26. 
hear you the word of the Lord, which ſays, I, even I am 
he that blotteth out your tranſgreſſions for my own names 
ſake, and will n nember your ſins, Ja. 43. 25. and 
tho' your fins ar ASgſcarlet,, they ſhall be white as ſnow,” 
tho' they arè red like crimſon, they ſhall be as wool, 
1/z. 1. 18: I know of nothing that you need to be afraid 
of but your fins, and even them you need not fear, when - 
vou ſee that as far as the eaſt is from the weſt. ſo far hath 
he remov'd your tranſgreſſions from you, P/al. 103. 12. 
— Are theſe my words, or are they the words of the liv- 
ing God, yea verily they are the words of him that can- 
not lie, and if you ſearch the ſcriptures, you'll find theſe 
things are fo; I ſhould not dare to ſay theſe things, un- 
leſs the word of God had faid ſo; how ſhall one man 
know the mind of another, bat by the words he ſpeaks, ſo 
how ſhall you know the mind of God, but by the words 
he ſpeaks to you, 2 Cor. 2. 13, 16. Oh! but fay you, 
Jam afraid to believe theſe things, it ſeems too good news 
to be true, and alas it comes too late ; indeed it is good 
news, but it is as true as it is good, and let me tell you, 
if it came to you at the place of execution, ſo you did but 
(c} 
that our moſt merciful father ſeeing us to be oppreſſed and 
overwhelmed awith the curſe of the law, and /a to be 
holden under the ſame, that wwe could never be delivered 
from it by cur caun porver, ſent his only Son into the. 
awerld, and laid upon him all the fins of all men, ſaying 
be thou Peter that denier, Paul that perſecutor, Elaſphe- 
mer, and cruel oppreſſor, David that adulterer, that fin- 
ner which did eat the Apple in Paradice, that thief which 
hanged upon the croſs, and briefly be thou the perſon which 
bath committed the fins of all men, ſee therefore that thou 
pay and ſatisfy for them. Here now cometh the law and 
faith, I find him a ſiuner, and that ſuch à one as hath 
taken upon him the fins of all men, and I ſee no fins elt 
but in hin, therefore let kim die um the croſs, and” 2 
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(c) believe the word of God to be true, it would be time 


enough : So little does the Lord want any of your works. 
towards your falvation, Luke 23. 42, 43- he, the Lord 


Jeſus Chrift has trodden the wine-preſs of his father's 
wrath alone, when of the people there were none with 
bim, a. 63. 3. and therefore it is fitting that he ſhould 
that he ſhould have all the glory of our ſalvation; would. 
you be certainly ſure of your ſalvation, what greater aſ- 
ſurance can you have than the word of God which can- 
not lie, 1 John 5. 20. Heb. 6. 18. Let your heart then 
fit down ſatisfied with the word of God, and ſay, by 
this word will I ſtand or fall, and if I periſh; I will 
periſh truſting in his word, and if I am ſaved, then is 
the word of the Lord true, if I am not ſaved, then has 
his word fail'd me, and God is found a liar. No doubt 
but the devil, and your own heart will be buſy, and: 
raiſe a thouſand objections in your heart againſt the truth 
of God, and therefore I ſay, hold faſt the word of God, 
Which teſtifies, that he has put away your fins by the ſa- 
crifice of himſelf, Heb. q. 26. Did ſalvation come by 
works, then none can ſpeak: a word of comfort to ſuch a 
wretch as you, and perſons could never be certainly 
ſure of their ſalvation, and eſpecially you, for you have 
he ſetteth upon him and killeth him. Now fin Being 
vanquiſhed, and death aboliſh'd by this one man, God would 
fee nothing elſe in the whole world if it did believe, but 
a mere cleanſing and righteouſneſs. Luther on the Ga- 
latians, Chap. 3. ver. 13. K | 
(e) We are made partakers of Chriſt (according to the 
feriptures ) by receiving him upon the credit of the word of 
the goſpel, as the free gift of God unto us, lohn i. 12. 
and ther: fore there is no danger of miſtake or a falſe 'nſ- 
furance this way, Ifa. xxxv. g. Neither can this faith be 
reckon'd a condition of ſalvation, but it is that whereby 
we partake of a compleat ſalvation in Chriſt Feſus, with- 
out condition, and thus ſeeing ourſelves with Paul craci- 
fed with, Chriſt, Gal. ii. 20. and ſawed in bis ſalvation, 
wwe live to the glory of him that hath ſaved us, and called 
us ith an holy calling, not according to our works, lui 

' @ccarcing to. bis own purpoſe aud grace, &c. Tim 1. 9. 10 
| no 
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no works, neither is there time for any works to be done 
by you, therefore, ſays the ſcripture, it is of faith, that 
it might be by grace, to the end the promiſe might be 
ſure to all the ſeed, Rom, 4. 16. And haſt thou no works, 
but art thou an ungodly wretch, hear then the word of 
the Lord ; to him that worketh not, but believeth in 
him that juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted to 
him for righteouſneſs, Rom. 4. 5. Again the apoſtle Paul 
ſays, ſo then we conclude that a man is juſtified by faith, 
without the deeds of the law, Rom. 3. 28. again ſays the 
ſcripture, bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord imputeth 
righteouſneſs without works, ſaying, bleſſed is the man 
whoſe iniquity is forgiven, and whoſe fins are covered, 
bleſſed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute fin, 
Rom. 4. 6, 7, 8. believe then his word, and let your 
heart take comfort in it, and ſay, (by faith receiving his 
gift of righteouſneſs) I am the blefled man to whom the 
Lord imputeth righteouſneſs without works, I am the 
bleſſed man whoſe iniquity is forgiven, and whoſe fing 
are cover'd, I am the bleſſed man to whom the Lord 
will not impute fin ; tis true I am a murderer, tis true 
I am a thief, but it is alſo true, that the Lord does not 
impute theſe. fins unto me, he having long ago imputed 
them, and lain them on Jeſus Chriſt, Ja. 53. 6. and he 
having fully ſatisfied for them, I am let go free, and thus 
iy fins, which are many, are * eee me, for he was 
deliver'd for my offences, and rais'd again for my juſtifi- 
cation, Rem. 4. 25. If the devil ſhould tempt you to 
deſpair of your ſalvation, by bringing to remembrance 
the greatneſs of your fins, and aggravating them, tell- 
ing you, that tho? there is forgiveneſs for common ſins, 
yet there is not forgiveneſs tor ſuch ſins as yours are, 
anſwer him thus, and ſay, Satan I regard thee not, for 
thcu art a lyar, I'll regard the word of God, which 
lays, the blood of Jeſus Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, 
1 705n 1.7. andtho' thou thinkeſt to terrify me to deſpe- 
ration, by bringing to my remembrance the greatneſs of 
my fins, yet thou ſhalt not have thine end, for thou doſt 
but put me in mind of the great love of my Saviour, who 
has ſhed his blood to walh them all away; and the 
greater my {ins are, the greater I ſee his love, who - 
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eied to put them away. My dear friend, I am a wit. 
neſs of the things I write, and what tho* you may'nt 
have one friend m all the world, yet let me tell you the 
Lord Feſus Chriſt is your friend, inſomuch that he haz 
dome to ſeek and to fave you who are loſt, Matt. 18, 
11. and it is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of all ac. 
ceptation, and of yours in particular, that Jeu Chriſt 
came into the world to fave the chief of ſinners, 1 Tim, 
1. 15. And pray now: what have you to fear, death, 
no, for the ſting which is fin, is taken away. 1 Cor. 15. 
56, 57. Shall you fear the law of God, no, for it is writ- 
ten, that he hath blotted out the hand- writing of ordi- 
nances which was againſt us, and has nail'd it to his 
croſs, Col. 2. 14, 15. he having himſelf fulfill d the law, 
Matt. 5. 17. which curs'd us to eternal death for the 
breach thereof, he has taken it like an old bill that has 
been paid in full, and put in on the file, and thus are 
we deliver'd from all curſe and condemnation. My dear 
friend, hold faſt the word of God which, is the word of 
your ſalvation, and then think of nothing but how happy 
you ſhall be with Jeſus Chriſt in glory, on Friday next; 


and when the morning comes, fay, to day ſhall I be 


with Chriſt in paradiſe, who more fit to join the com- 
pany above in the ſong of the lamb, ſaying, worthy is 
the lamb that was flain, for he hath redeemed me to 
God by his own blood, Rew..v. g. than ſuch a vile fin- 
ner as yourſelf; may the Lord himſelf make theſe his 
own words effectual to your ſoul's everlaſting reſt and 
comfort, and may you receive it, not as the word of 
man, but as it is indeed the word of God, 1 The. ii. 13. 
and fo ſhall you have the knowledge of your ſalvation in 
the remiſſion of your ſins, Luke i. 77. and be juſtified 
freely by the grace of God through the redemption which 
is in -Jeſus Chriſt, Rom. iii, 24. and ſhall know aſſuredly 
that the moment you are diffolv'd you ſhall be with Jeſus, 
the mament you are abſent from the body you. ſhall be 
preſent with the Lord, 2 Cor. v. 8. and I am fure you'll 
not be againſt dying, but will have a defire rather to 
depart and to be with Chriſt, which is far better, Phil. i. 
23. You need not be afraid to go and appear before 
God, for Jeſus Chriſt will there appear in your eh 
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and ſhew the holes in his hands and his fide, and will 
ſay, ſee here my father, for whom did I receive theſe 
wounds, was it not for thieves, was t not for murderers, 
was it not for publicans and harlots. His blood will 
ſpeak better things for you than the blood of your late 
miſtreſs, Heb. xu. 24. ſor that cries for vengeance, but 
his blood cries for pardon : And let me tell you, that 
when his blood ſpeaks, it is ſo loud a voice that it 
drowns every other voice, and nothing elſe can be heard 
by the lord when that ſpeaks, 'tis his blood which 
cleanſeth from all fin, John i. 7. I would fay much 
more would my paper permit it, but may what I have 


{aid ſuffice to your everlaſting joy. 


Yours, "Wer 


R. F. 5. e. Ronzar Fowizg. 


„ 
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The Ordinary of Newgate has made mention of this 
letter in the. dying ſpeech, in ſuch a manner, as I think 
ought to be taken notice of; he has _—_ the title of 
Merhodiſi upon the author of the letter, but in this he 
happens to be miſtaken, it being ſent by a member of a 
cong regational church of Chr:;/?, meeting at the places 
ſpecihed in the title, and his being ſo forward to tell 
more than he knows, or is true, ſerves only to diſcredit 
tue reſt of his relation as to this matter. — And I am 
fury, that tho' the Ordinary knew no better, that the 
Diſlenting-Miniſter had no more underſtanding, than to 
ſet the young man to repentance (according to the popiſh, 
or heatheniſh notion) before faith in the blood of Chriſt. 
— The ſcriptural call to repentance 1s after this manner, 
hae blotted out as a thick cloud thy tranſgreſſions, and 
1: a Cloud thy fins, return unto me for I have redeem'd 
te, Ia. 44. 22. and to all thoſe Who return not unto 
God upon this conſideration, that they are redeemed, 
that their ſins have been blotted out in the perſon of 
Crit, our Saviour faith, (notwithſtanding the eſteem they - 
11y bear in their own, or other's eyes, on account of 

their ſincerity, zeal, godlineſs, &c.) Except ye repent, 


ye 
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ye hall all likewiſe periſh, Luke 13. 3. for whatſoeve; 
is yot of faith (however eſteem'd of men, yet before God) 
is iin, Rom. 14. £3. 

As for the carnal inference, mention'd in the dyi 
ſpeech, © A man need be under no dread of what he 
does, &c.“ that believes according to the ſcriptures in 
this point. It is plain from the inſtances of this young 
man, and the daily practices of the world, that the ig 
norance or diſbelief of this truth, is attended with no bet- 
ter conſequences in life and converſation, than is falſly 
charged to be the conſequences of the belief of it; but 

on the contrary, we who have believed, knowing by 
experience (and not by fancy) what the belief of it Feads 
us to, can ſay we have never been once tempted to 
commit one ſin from the belief of it, but, on the 
contrary, have been taught, and powerfully inclined 
therefrom, to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and 
live ſoberly, godly, and righteouſly in this preſent world, 
r 


wn S ainly fome firſt would waſh themſelves, and then 
| Addreſs the fountain to be waſh'd more clean. 


— 0 ners fearch the houſe, and ſee the thief, 
That ſpoils the Sawiour's crown, thy fouÞ's relief, 
The hid, but hemous fin F UnBeLizy. 


Erſtine's Goſpel-Sonnets, p. 17. 


a. 
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